
June 4,  2019 
 Bridges Public Charter School 

Parents, 

 

We have reached the end of the school year.  It seems just yesterday, the school year 

began.  I have learned a great deal this year and thank you for your patience.  It has 

been an exciting year and I look forward to the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

June 3 is Carnival!!!  There will be no cars allowed on the property and there will be no 

parking available!  Also, on June 17, for those students who are attending our Extended 

School Year, there will be no parking or cars allowed on the property due to Briya’s Carni-

val. 

 

The 5th Grade Promotion Ceremony is June 12, 2019 at 9:30 a.m.  In light of the 5th Grade 

ceremony, the Principal Breakfast has to be changed to Monday, June 10.  Next school 

year, there will be both morning and evening principal meetings in order to allow more 

parents to participate. 

 

I hope that each of you has a safe and restful summer break.   

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 

Parent Teacher Conference-June 7, 2019 

Last Day and Report Cards-June 13, 2019 

 
 

Kay Elaster, Principal 

kelaster@bridgespcs.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Bridges Parents and Guardians, 

We are distributing to you an end of the school year survey to get information and feed-

back from families.  Please complete the paper copy document and return it to the front 

desk.  Copies will also be available at the front desk for you to pick up to com-

plete.  Thank you in advance for sharing your thoughts and concerns. 

We hope you have a wonderful summer.  

Ms. Olivia 

Founder / Head of School, osmith@bridgespcs.org 
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News from the Principal 

DIRECTOR’S NEWS BY: OLIVIA SMITH 

mailto:osmith@bridgespcs.org


EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION NEWS 

Welcome to the what feels like Summer time!! 

PreK & Kindergarten (ECE) Update 

End of Year ECE Picnic 

On Tuesday, June 11th the ECE students will be having an End of Year play date and picnic at the Turkey 

Thicket Recreation center from 10 a.m. -12:30p.m. on the playground. This event is being coordinated in col-

laboration with all PreK & K room parents. Your support is needed to make this celebration a success. 

Parents are now being asked to donate some food items. Check in with your room parent or classroom 

teacher. 

The Summer/ESY program will begin on Monday, June 17th, for students who have been invited and have al-

ready registered. Registration for the Summer program is closed. 

Child care 

Beyond the basics will be providing aftercare services only for the duration for the summer. 

Attendance: 

Attendance Matters! All students are expected to attend school every day, all day. We are working to im-

prove our system so that Robo calls are only sent to those who did not submit an excuse. Currently calls are 

being sent as long as there is an absence whether it is excused or not. Robo calls are being used to remind 

parents to submit absence excuses. Please bear with us as we fine tune the system. Submit an excuse any-

time your student is absent for any reason. You may also ask the front desk for pre-made excuse forms. 

Residency Fraud Alert: 

If you are not a resident of the District of Columbia, you will not be able to access education at a DC school 

without paying tuition. If any student attending Bridges Public Charter School is verified to not be a resident of 

the District of Columbia without special circumstances will be reported to the Residency Fraud hotline. 

 

It has been a pleasure working with you for this school year, I look forward to working with you for next school 

year. Have a wonderful summer. 

Danette Dicks 

 

Assistant Principal │ ddicks@bridgespcs.org 

2025450515 ext. 1081 
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  

ESY Reminder 

This year Extended School Year (ESY) is from June 18 - July 13, 2018 at Bridges. Students with Individualized Edu-

cation Program (IEP) may be eligible for special education services during the summer. These services are 

known as extended school year (ESY) services and are an option for some students with IEPs.  ESY isn’t guaran-

teed for all students who have IEPs and not all kids with IEPs need it. Your child will be eligible for ESY if they 

meet all of the following criteria: 

Impact of Break in Service on Critical Skill(s) 

Degree of Regression of Critical Skill(s) and 

Time Required for Recoupment of Critical Skill(s)  

If you child has already been found eligible please contact your Admin case manager to 

confirm that you will be attending ESY this summer. 

  

Strategies for Summer Reading for Children with Dyslexia 

By: Dale S. Brown 

  

Listen to Dale Brown talk about tips for summer reading on the national radio series, Parent's Journal. 

As a parent, you play a critical role in your child's education during the summer — especially if your child has 

dyslexia. Without your help, kids are more likely to forget what they learned last year. A recent study estimates 

that summer loss for all students equals about a month of academic learning. Most likely, children with learning 

disabilities need even more reinforcement. 

Help them remember what they learned in school. That way they can start next year caught up or ahead of 

the other students in their class. Bring out their natural love of learning. And encourage them to read for pleas-

ure without the pressure they experience in the classroom. 

Here are some summer strategies to help your child with dyslexia remember what they learned in school and 

see that reading can be useful and enjoyable: 

Give them material that motivates them to read, even though they might find it hard to do. Try comic 

books, directions for interesting projects, and mystery stories. Have them read information on possible 

activities as you plan your summer vacation. Let them decide what they want to read. 

Support them as they read. Read their book aloud to them, help them decode, and make it easy for 

them to get the meaning. Even if a question is asked again and again or if you feel irritated, act hap-

py that they asked. Show them that reading is a way to find out what they need to know, or even to 

entertain themselves. 

Give them easy reading. Summer is supposed to be relaxed. Let them succeed and get absorbed in the 

book. 

When you read with them, make it your goal to enjoy the book together. You don't have to make them 

read perfectly! Avoid too much correction. In school next year, the teacher will help them improve 

their skills. 

Let younger children "pretend" to read. Read the story aloud together. Let them follow your voice. Have 

them look at the words as you point to them, even if they aren't actually reading. When they say the 

wrong word, say the word correctly and cheerfully while pointing to the word. 

Read aloud to them as you do daily chores, sightsee, or sit on the beach. Read an instruction manual 

with them as you try to fix something. While visiting a museum, read the interpretive materials. If you 

see the slightest sign they want to read aloud to you, let them! 

Model and teach persistence. When you are working on something that is hard, model the discipline and 

patience that you want them to show while learning to read. Teach them explicitly the value of work-

ing hard to do something challenging. Tell them inspirational stories about famous people — or mem-

bers of your own family — who have overcome obstacles. 
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  (CONT.) 

 

4 

Accommodate their dyslexia. For example, if they have to read aloud in public, have them 

memorize their passage ahead of time. Ask the teacher or camp counselor to request 

volunteers to read rather than pass the book from one person to another. If you give 

them a recipe for cooking (or any project involving written directions), be sure that it is at 

their reading level and that the print is large enough for them. 

Use technology. If you have a computer, equip it with software that reads aloud. See Read-

ing Software: Finding the Right Program. Let them load books into their electronic devic-

es and listen to them at the same time as they read the printed book in their hands. Take 

a look at On the Go: What Consumer Devices Can do For You. 

Use recorded books. Use Learning Ally (formerly Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic) or au-

dio books. 

Be a model of reading. Bring books to the beach and read them. If you are traveling, find a 

book for the whole family to read and discuss. If you are dyslexic, "read" your taped 

books on vacation, letting your child see you or give them their own tapes. Show and tell 

them how you overcome your own difficulties. 

Have reading matter conveniently available. You might carry small children's books and 

magazines with you and have them ready when you must wait in line for those crowded 

amusement park rides and popular sightseeing destinations. 

The summer months are important to your child's academic development in two ways. First, they 

need to be reminded of what they learned during the school year so that they remember it when 

they return in the fall. Second, and perhaps more important, children with dyslexia can discover 

the joys of reading and other academic skills in the relaxed summer season. If nobody tells them 

they have to read to get good grades, they might just pick up a book and enjoy it. 

  
Wellness 

 

This year Camp Kesem has opened four DMV camp locations. Camp Kesem offers FREE sleep 

away summer camp for children who has a parent or guardian who has experienced or is experi-

encing cancer. Unlike most summer camps, Camp Kesem has a licensed nurse and mental 

health therapist on site and medical and emotional accommodations can be made. Camp 

Kesem helps to create a community for these children and their families to feel less alone in their 

fight against cancer. Additional information on Camp Kesem's mission and the local chapter in-

formation can be found at https://campkesem.org/. If you have additional questions about 

Camp Kesem, please reach out to Ms. Hilary Kulig,  M.A. School Counselor at (202) 545-0515 Ext. 

2290 or Email: Hkulig@Bridgespcs.org 

http://www.ldonline.org/article/7765
http://www.ldonline.org/article/7765
http://www.learningally.org/
https://campkesem.org/
mailto:Hkulig@Bridgespcs.org
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