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What do you know 
about the PARCC 

Assessment?

WHAT DO YOU 
WANT TO KNOW 

ABOUT THE PARCC 
ASSESSMENT?



Today you will leave this meeting with Answers to the Following 
Questions:

! What is the PARCC Assessment?  When will it take place? 
! What is the purpose of the PARCC Assessment? 

! How has the PARCC Changed and is known as a “different type of test”? 
! How is my child preparing for the PARCC assessment at school? 
! How families can help support their students at home to prepare for the 

PARCC? 

! How can parents understand the performance level outcomes and score 
reports after the assessment is completed? 

! Questions/Concerns/Resource Share Out



WHAT IS THE PARCC? 

PARTNERSHIP FOR ASSESSMENT OF 
READINESS FOR COLLEGE AND 

CAREERS (PARCC) IS A GROUP OF 
12 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA THAT HAVE WORKED 
TOGETHER WITH THOUSANDS OF 

TEACHERS AND EDUCATION 
EXPERTS TO DEVELOP A MODERN 

SET OF LEARNING TOOLS THAT 
ASSESS AND MEASURE WHAT A 
STUDENT KNOWS AND CAN DO.   



PARCC Assessment Dates: 
*May 1st-May 5th: Math and 

Reading Assessments 
 

*May 8th-May 12th: Make Up 
PARCC Assessments  

 
 
 
 



How the PARCC has Changed from 2015:

! The test is 90 minutes shorter — 60 
minutes less for mathematics and 
30 minutes less for English language 
arts/literacy 

! Fewer test sessions — now only six 
or seven test sessions for students, 
compared to eight or nine last year 

! One testing window, instead of two 

! More students testing online



A Different Kind of Test:  Looking for Correct Answers as Well as Comprehension

! The way some PARCC test questions are asked may look unfamiliar. While an 
old test was looking for the right answer, these tests are also looking for 
evidence that the student understands and can apply concepts. 

! There's no better way to see the difference than to look at side-by-side 
examples of "old" test items and PARCC test items: 
! See “The PARCC  Difference” Handout 

! Take the Test:  Let’s try one of the practice test questions 
ourselves



Sample Question: 4th Grade

!To take a 
practice PARCC 
test, go to http://
www.parcconlin
e.org/take-the-
test

http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test


How is my Child Preparing for PARCC in the Classroom?

! iReady in Math and Reading 

! ANet Quarterly Computer Based Assessments 

! Learning how to SHOW their work: 

!Writing out their Open Response Questions and then typing 

!Learning how to set up blank computer paper to take 
notes and demonstrate understanding 

! PARCC Practice Test Days



How Can I Support my Child at Home 
when preparing for the PARCC?

! Discuss the homework assignment before your child completes it. 
! Carve out time everyday when your child can complete his/her 

homework Assist your child only when asked. 
! Sit down with your child for 15-30min each evening while he/she 

completes his/her homework 

! Encourage your child to respond to every question and show their 
work – they will not lose points for guessing. 

! Speak with your child’s teacher 

! Check out the PARCC Parent Checklist in your folder ☺



How Can I Support my Child at Home 
when preparing for the PARCC?

! Read a combination of fiction and non-fiction aloud or with 
your child. Look for subjects of interest – from sports heroes to 
dinosaurs.  

! Discuss and “do” real life math with your child. Help him/her 
know basic math facts. 

! Discuss the new tests with your child. Make sure he/she is not 
scared or anxious going into the new tests. 

! Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and a 
nutritious breakfast before a test. 

! Above all, be positive and encouraging about the tests.



Additional Parent Resources:

! PARCC offers information about the assessments including fact sheets, a glossary and 
sample test questions. 
! http://parcconline.org/for-parents 

! National Parent Teacher Association offers grade-by-grade parent guides for student 
success. Available in English and Spanish. 
! www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583 

! Great Schools offers Milestones, a free online collection of videos aimed at helping 
parents understand grade-level expectations in grades K-5. 
! http://www.greatschools.org/gk/milestones/ 

! America Achieves – Raise the Bar offers free parent resources to help children succeed 
in school.  Must sign up. 
! http://raisethebarparents.org/raise-the-bar-for-your-child

http://parcconline.org/for-parents
http://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/milestones/
http://raisethebarparents.org/raise-the-bar-for-your-child


http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources 
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http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources




 
 
  

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/test-guide
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http://www.greatschools.org/gk/test-guide/


http://bealearninghero.org/skill-builder 
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http://bealearninghero.org/skill-builder


What do you know 
about the PARCC 

Assessment?

WHAT DO YOU 
WANT TO KNOW 

ABOUT THE PARCC 
ASSESSMENT?



Performance Levels: 
Knowledge, Skills and Practices 

! PARCC reports results according to five performance levels that 
delineate the knowledge, skills, and practices students are able to 
demonstrate

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the knowledge, skills, 
and practices students are able to demonstrate:

Level 1:  
Did Not 

Yet Meet 
Expectatio

ns

Level 2: 
Partially 

Met 
Expectatio

ns 

Level 3: 
Approach

ed 
Expectatio

ns 

Level 4:  
Met 

Expectatio
ns 

Level 5: 
Exceeded 
Expectatio

ns 



 
*Review Handouts  
*Questions and Comments 



Sample PARCC  
Score Report



Individual Student Report:



When Do I See My Child’s PARCC Results:

! As was the case in 2015-16, states will have results by July. 
! Parent score reports will be in school district offices by 

summer 2017.  
! School districts will determine when and how to share score 

reports with parents. 
! For the 2015-2016 school year, results were mailed home to 

families in September.



What Parents Need to know about the Score Report:

! The PARCC tests replace the old state tests. They measure how well students are performing 
against the new state standards that guide math and English language arts instruction.  

! The PARCC tests are only one of several measures, including report card grades and in-class 
performance, that are used to determine a student's academic achievement. They do not 
impact a student’s GPA. 

! The score reports are a valuable tool for parents and teachers. The report provides a deeper 
level of information that can be used to better understand where students are doing well and 
where they need additional support. This helps teachers and parents support students.



What Parents Need to know about the Score Report:

! The PARCC tests moves away from multiple choice questions to ones that allow students to 
demonstrate a real understanding of what they know and can do by writing essays, solving real 
world problems, and reading and analyzing complex text—all critical skills in the real-world.  

! Your child’s score may look lower this year because the tests measured more complex skills. A 
low score does not mean your child did not improve or learned less, but instead that the 
expectations have been raised for students.  

! The first year’s scores are a new baseline from which to progress from and measure against 
moving forward. 


